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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hosokawa 
(6,367,811). 

Hosokawa discloses a lip seal with a first reinforcing member 9 having a wall surface 
part defining a hole (inner diameter of 9) and a cylindrical part (see Fig. 8). The seal has a first 
sealing member 13 including an annular base (near 5a/b) joined to the housing 31. A first lip 
extends almost conical inwardly. An annular concave part formed (via portion 4, i.e. the shape 
of 2-4 forms a concave) on the base allows the cylindrical part of member 9 to be detachably fit. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record, taken as a whole, does not show nor suggest the combination of limitations 
required by the claims. As stated above, Hosokawa discloses various elements of the seal. 
Hosokawa also includes a second sealing member 7 and a second reinforcement member 21. . 
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However, these members lack specific features required by the claims. For example, member 9 
does not include an additional inner cylindrical part that sandwiches the base with the cylindrical 
part. The second reinforcing member 21 also lacks a cylindrical part that is fitted to the inside of 
the base of first sealing member. Balsells '205, Ikeda '521, Dceda '096, Nasagawa '153, 
Shimasaki '802, Nagasawa '104, and McCormick '719 are all considered relevant prior art. 
Most of these references disclose the limitation in claim 1 and a few limitations in the other 
claims. However all lack required features such as the inner cylindrical part required in claim 2. 
And, others disclose parts that could be the second sealing member and reinforcing member. 
However, most don't disclose that the second reinforcing member is fitted to the first member 
"on a side opposite" the first member. Shimasaki, for example, teaches a second reinforcing 
member fitted to the opposite side of the first member. However, Shimasaki, like Hosokawa, 
lacks a cylindrical part fitted to the inside of the base. Thus, none of the prior art appears to 
disclose the combination of limitations required by the claims. And, there does not appear to be 
any motivation, absent Applicant's own disclosure to modify the prior art in the manner required 
by the claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alison K. Pickard whose telephone number is 571-272-7062. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (10-7:30), with alternate Friday's off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tricia Engle can be reached on 571-272-6660. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Alison K. Pickard 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 
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